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Message
1. Make A Difference

2. The Blood
3. Rise

4. Until I What
5. Take Time
6. Let It Go

7. Spirit of America
 8. Always

Now Available online download your favorite song for
$.99 at www.gospelswap.com

Airplay - Corrently in rotation
Make A Difference , Rise and Spirit of America

www.gospelpower.fm

For more information and booking call
803-644-0854 or visit us online at

www.juliaanngardner.com -
 Email: julandmusic@aol.com

http://www.gospelsynergy.com/members/?thankyou-page=335
Christian Business Opportunity!

Ms. Julia Ann Gardner was born in New York, N.Y.
Butgrew up in South Carolina. Ms. Gardner began
singingas a child at churches in the South and continued
uponher return to New York where she was a member of
THEVOICES OF PRAISES AND THE COMBINED
CHIORat THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in East
Elmhurst, N. Y. She’s also a mother of (one Child) and a
retired postal clerk, who loves gardening, sewing, and
relaxing with a good book. But whatever she’s doing, she’s
always singing.

After the 9/11 tragedy, she was inspired to write the songs
for her debut record “MESSAGE” The songs “SPIRIT
OF AMERICA” and “ALWAYS REMEMBER” were
composed as the search for survivors and victims began
at the World Trade Center site. Ms. Gardner feels that this
was a time when all America joined together in pain and
sorrow but was united in SPIRIT. THE HOPE OF Ms.
Julia Ann Gardner is that everylistener will also be inspired
to live their dreams, find their purpose in life work and
rejoice in the giving of joy and happiness to others. For
it’s truly up to each one of us to rise us to make a difference
in the world.

Sense moving too S. C. Ms. Gardner have had very
successful Debut of her CD MESSAGE, and is singing in
local Churches in the SC area WHERE SHE IS GETTING
AN exhilarating audience respond. In my brief conversation
I asked the question as to what really inspired the songs
that were written for this project. “ September 11, was a
day that I will always remember,
the postal station that I worked for was only a few blocks
from the World Trade Center. Our station would service
the many businesses and the people who worked their used
our location.” Say Ms. Gardner.

I wanted to do something special for all of the families for
people who lost their lives as a reult of this tragedy. After
that day in September I had a much greater apriciation for
life and a better understand of how awesome God is. So
much love so much caring strangers helping each other. It
wasn’t to long after 9/11, I retired after writing and
producing the CD I relocated to Aiken, S.C. to enjoy a
comfortable life and enjoy all of the beauty of what God
had created. I believe God gave me these songs as an
expression for the love that He has for mankind and the
words to each of these songs will bring healing and
understanding to everyone who hears the this project as
the word penetrate their hearts.

Cd cover art was designed by Ms. Gardner which shows
MAKE A DIFFERENCE by feeding a homeless person,
the clock and rose tells us to TAKE TIME to enjoy life,
smell the rose, MOM, DAD and WTC will ALWAYS
REMEMBER, the flag, as we continue to live in peace
is THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA.
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What Drives Your Life?
I observed that the basic motive of success is the driving force of envy and
jealousy! Ecclesiastes 4:4 (LB)

Many people are driven by guilt. Many people. Many People are driven by
resentment and anger. Many people are driven by fear. Many people are driven
by materialism. Many people are driven by the need for approval.

The Benefits of Purpose - Driven Living
Knowing your purpose gives meaning to your life. Knowing your purpose
simplifies your life. Knowing your purpose focuses your life. Knowing your
purpose motivates your life. Knowing your purpose prepares you for eter-
nity.

One day you will stand before God, and He will do an audit of your life,
a final exam, before you enter eternity. The Bible says, “Remember, each
of us will stand personally before the judgement seat of God... Yes
each of us will have to give personal account to God.” Fortunately,
God wants us to pass this test, so he giees us the questions in advance.
Excert from Rick Warren’s book The Purpose Driven Life... Be sure to
pick up your copy for a life changing experience!



PUBLISHER’S NOTES
Synergy is the essence of principle-centered leadership. It
is the essence of principle-centered parenting. It catalyzes,
unifies, and unleashes the greatest power within people.
What is synergy? Simply defined, it means that the whole is
greater than the sum of its parts.

The essence of synergy is to value differences-to respect
them, to build on strength, to compensate for weakness.
Synergy is almost as if a group collectively agrees to sub-
ordinate old script and to write a new one.

Value the difference in the essence of synergy-the mental,
the emotional, the psychological difference between people.
And the key to valuing those differences is to realize that all
people see the world, not as it is, but as they are.

The person who is truly effective has the humility and rev-
erence to recognize his own perpetual limitations and to
appreciate the rich resources available through interaction
with the hearts and minds of other human beings.

Synergy works it’s a correct principle. It is the crowning
achievement of all previous habits. It is effectiveness in an
interdependent reality-it is teamwork, team building, the
development of unity and creativity with other human be-
ings.

Synergy is collectively working together but at the same
time each party maintains their own identity. There should
be more positive synergy in the body of Christ. It doesn’t
matter what assignment God gives each of us we are all
placed in an interdependent position. If you are a gospel
announcer brokering your time you are looking for spon-
sors and advertisiers to help pay for your time. If you are a
gospel artists you are interdependent on the gospel an-
nouncers to play your music. We live in a world of
SNERGY, God has given each of us a dream.

It is up to us to put the correct pieces of the puzzle together
that will make our dream and vision a reality. Bottomline
we live in an interdependent world, in order to move to the
next level we have to position ourselves to maximize on
our positive synergy. God Bless!
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My Assignment!
By: Andr’e L. Carter

As I sit here is deep thought reflect-
ing back and reviewing the many dif-
ferent situations I have encountered
since I accepted God’s assignment
and purpose in August of 1989. I had
enough of being caught up in a world
of sin. I recall be awaken at 3 a.m., I
heard the voice of God say, “Andr’e
it’s time to go to work for me.” I felt
that I had no choice but to respond
so I went back to sleep. When I woke
up the next morning which happened
to be a Sunday, I had a strong urge
to go to church. Since I believed that
urge came from God, I acted upon it
because I desired to be obedient to
the voice of God.

As I drove around looking for a
church to attend, old gospel songs
came to my mind. Here I was driving
around praising God in song during
my search for a church to attend. I
knew that most services had already
started because it was after 11:00
a.m. I was already late for Sunday
School. I guess it was fate that the
church I attended and eventually join
(First Baptists of University Park, IL)
reminded me of the church I attended
when I was a child. I remained a
member for eight years under the
leadership of Rev. Rogers Jackson.
I had been running from God for al-
most 20 years but know it was time
to come back home. God had a plan
for my life. I felt the plan was for sing-
ing all I wanted to sing. I couldn’t
get enough opportunities at church
so I would go to nursing home and
where ever I could to sing. I became
more receptive to God’s call on my
life, as I became restless, I joined a
community choir on the Westside at
the invitation of a co worker and be-
came a member of Carl Mabins and

Changed Community Choir. Where
I was a member for about 5 years. I
was sure that this is what God wanted
me to do. But no He was preparing
me for something even bigger al-
though I really enjoyed singing. God
was revealing so much to me and I
mean he revealed a lot to me.

One night I attend an event and out
of no where a man came up to me
and told me that God told him that I
was the person who would help him
launch a gospel magazine? I was
amazed how could this be I had never
met this person in my life? I accepted
the new assignment because I can’t
argue with God especially when he
is in control of my destiny. In the sum-
mer of 1997, my assignment with the
magazine ended. During that time I
was confused, I began to question
God, “what do you want from me?”
I asked if I had moved in the flesh,
no I didn’t move in the flesh because
I had learned a lot during the 3 years
I worked for the magazine. God was
not pleased with the owners of the
magazine and He wasn’t pleased with
me because I was living with a
woman who wasn’t my wife.

He revealed to me what I had to do
in order for the two of us to have His
favor. During that period of adjust-
ment God had planted a seed in my
spirit to start my own magazine. My
friend gave me the new name for the
publication that God had revealed to
me. It was a struggle but the first is-
sue was published and on the streets
in June of 1998.

I was so proud even though I had
experienced losing the woman I loved
and had lived with for eight year, lost
my car and a place to call home. Nev-
ertheless I had a new assignment and
it was up to me to please God and
not man so I continued on in faith.

I made many sacrifices over the years
and many times I wanted to give up
but I couldn’t and I knew in my heart
that God wasn’t going to let that hap-
pen. Again He was revealing more
and more to me with each passing
year with the highs and lows of be-
ing in the publishing business. I have
met a lot of people over the years. I
have definitely had my share of life’s
ups and downs. Yet and still through
it all I still find myself standing up
and with each passing day I have
learned to lean more on Him. Be-
cause man will let you down.

As I continue to press on God has
now imparted in my spirit two more
businesses that can help to spread the
good news around the world. The
Internet isn’t new but because of our
lack of knowledge many of us are
stuck in a traditional rut because we
refuse change. The sad part is we
really don’t need to complain what
we really need to do is change. Ev-
erything we want is available to us
as man has experienced the agricul-
ture age the industrial age and now
we are in the technology age.

I thank God for the wonderful assign-
ment that He has given me. I thank
Him for all of the experiences that I
have had over the years. I thank him
for the people that He has sent into
my life negative and positive. I thank
Him for my friends and my enemies.
It is because of His Love for me and
my determination to please Him...



Page 5

Ministry vs. Industry
By: Mel Holder -

Reprint from Mar/Apr 2000

New York, one of the most compelling is-
sue in gospel music is the difference be-
tween “Music Ministry” and Music In-
dustry.” Currently, many gospel artists
have not only taken the church world by
storm, they have advanced deeply into the
secular market. This new elevation in-
creases revenue within the secular mar-
ket. Gospel music now shares more than
twenty-five percent of the music industry
revenue. Many major secular labels are
seeking to open a gospel division to ben-
efit from this economical boom. Music
ministries must avoid the hoopla and ex-
citement of these trends and remain fo-
cused on their purpose. Unfortunately,
some have been lured by world offerings,
causing the term “crossover” to mean,
getting a piece of the pie, instead of tak-
ing the gospel message to an audience that
would not have heard it traditionally. What
is the difference? Ministry is the act of
service in which one contributes time and
energy to benefit someone other than them-
selves. Industry is the habitual steady at-
tention to business.

The Bible tells us to be fervent in busi-
ness, to be prosperous and to act with in-
tegrity. In fact, experiencing the increase
from the labor of ministry, is expected of
a good and faithful steward. However, we
need to be careful that the benefits do not
become the motivating factor. When, this
happens you become victims of the indus-
try.

Here are some checkpoints to see where
you stand. Are you relying on the Holy
Spirits guidance and anointing instead of
on the skill, talent and ability He gave you?
Is you ultimate goal to glorify self? Is your
quest for deeper spiritual possessions or
greater material possessions? Are you
seeking recognition from God or from man
and for self?

Many of us may answer these questions
with spiritually correct answers. However,
is that truly what we are practicing in our
hearts? Because ministry is about serv-
ing, we offer our skills, talents and abili-
ties back to God to serve the body of
Christ. As we lift up the name of the Lord,
He becomes glorified and He will draw
men unto Him. You see, the purpose here
is to glorify Him, His presence enters with
a rich anointing which makes it easy for
us to minister to His People and bring
down the strongholds of the enemy. As a
child of God, there is no sweeter place than
bathing in the presence of the Lord!

Our secular music counterparts spend
millions of dollars marketing artists, giv-
ing them images larger than life, believ-
ing this will translate into revenue.

Meanwhile, the artists cannot handle the
glorification and full social vices. God
never intended for man to be glorified.
When man seeks to obtain glorification,
his downfall is inevitable. History has
proven this. Sadly, the same condition and
consequence has become a reality in the
church. Marketing gospel talent is impor-
tant. However, we must avoid certain
gods. We must focus on the message. The
messenger should never be greater than
the message. Promoting gospel talent
should simply be making the public aware
of a vehicle from which the message will
flow. Therefore, the ministry aspect re-
mains the primary focus and the industry
aspect is secondary. What really motivates
involvement in ministry? Is it recognition?
Recognition drivers the industry. Gospel
music offers the Billboard charts, The
Dove Awards, The  Stellar Awards and
the  Grammies as instruments to recog-
nize one’s achievements. Even in this, we
should honor each other as God intended,
and not strive for recognition. Remember
our gifts will make

 room for us. Recognition should be a by
product of service, not a goal to attain. Is
publicity the motivation? Although it is
popular to be in videos, television, maga-
zines, CDs, and radio stations these re-
sources should be used to promote God’s
plan and not ourselves.

We are agents and representatives of Jesus
Christ. The aforementioned mediums can
definitely help in expanding the gospel.
Let’s remember that if we receive any
praise in these things let it go to calvary.
Is position motivation? There is a distinct
difference between position and being
called. An artists, who is truly called, un-
derstands there is a higher value placed
on a calling because of its eternal ramifi-
cations. As A Christian Artists, I have
struggled with these questions. I remem-
ber years ago when I accepted the Lord
into my life I was ready to just do every-
thing for Him. I felt that God should be
honored to have someone as talented as I
was in the ministry. Quite quickly I real-
ize that God was not interested in my tal-
ent. He was concerned with me and the
condition of my soul! After fighting with
God, I put my talent on hold for a period.
Shortly there after, I attended Bible School
and started studying the word seriously.
After a period of three years
the Lord released me into the music in-
dustry. I later realized that if those three
years of studying God’s word hadn’t taken
place I would have done things exactly as
I did in the secular music industry. I needed
a renewing of the mind. Just like a soldier
in the natural I had to have a period of
basic training. I had to learn that the fo-
cus was not on me but on Christ. I had to
learn it was not about my performance
but His ministry. Ultimately, the difference
between ministry and industry is eternal.
Only what’s done for Christ will last. Yes,
both are attainable, but you can only be
motivated by one.

For More Information Regarding Mel Holder Please visit him on line at
www.melholder.com

Mel Holder is a Gospel Jazz Artists
Listen to him and others on

www.gospelpower.fm for the best verity of
independent gospel music on line.
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THE BALM IN GILEAD GEARS UP FOR
SEVENTH ANNUAL OUR CHURCH LIGHTS THE

WAY TESTING CAMPAIGN

The Balm In Gilead announces the
seventh annual Our Church Lights
The Way: The Black Church HIV
Testing Campaign, a partnership
between the Balm In Gilead, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the Black
Church to solicit the Black faith
leadership to encourage African
Americans to get tested for HIV and
to know their status.

This campaign, which runs the entire
month of June and culminates June
27th National HIV Testing Day, seeks
to get every African American tested
for HIV and to help Black churches
become community centers for HIV/
AIDS education and
information.“The quest to save
African Americans from HIV/AIDS
is the civil rights fight for today,” says
Pernessa Seele, Founder and CEO,
The Balm In Gilead. “We need the
African American church to, once
again, mobilize and engage the entire
Black community in stopping the
spread of HIV/AIDS among our men,
women and children.

 The strong voice of the Black pulpit
must speak loud on HIV prevention,
which includes informing African
Americans about the importance of
HIV testing and counseling.”

Of the estimated 40,000 new HIV
infections each year, more than 50
percent occur among African
Americans. AIDS is the number one
cause of death for Black adults aged
25 to 44, before heart disease, cancer
and homicide.

The Balm In Gilead’s pioneering
achievements have enabled thousands
of churches to become leaders in
preventing HIV by providing
comprehensive educational programs
and offering compassionate support
to encourage those infected to seek
Church-based programs. The
organization has expanded its efforts
internationally to address the
devastation of HIV/AIDS in African
countries including Cote d’Ivoire,
Kenya, Nigeria, and Tanzania.
The Balm In Gilead’s other
groundbreaking work in the African
American faith community includes
the African American Denominational
Leadership Health Initiative.
Launched in March 2004, this historic
partnership between the Balm In
Gilead and the women’s missionary
societies and councils of three Black
religious denominations – The
African Methodist Episcopal Church,
The African Methodist Episcopal
Zion Church and The Christian

Methodist Episcopal Church — is
designed to build the capacity of these
denominations to address cervical
cancer, HIV/AIDS and other health
issues in Black communities. To learn
more about these and other church-
based HIV testing programs and how
your church can participate in “Our
Church Lights the Way: The Black
Church HIV Testing Campaign,”

As a pillar of strength in the Black
community, the Black Church has
taken up the cross in the fight against
HIV/AIDS with Our Church Lights
The Way: The Black Church HIV
Testing Campaign. We are sending
messages of love and hope to those
living with HIV/AIDS through Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior. We are
offering uplifting words of
inspiration to those infected and
affected by HIV/AIDS and we are
telling everyone in our community to
take a stand and help us stop the
spread of HIV by getting tested.

Call The Balm In Gilead at
888-225-6243

 or visit us
online at

www.balmingilead.org
Become a partner - Find a location

in your area more information is
available once you visit us!
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Tribute to Dr. Beverly
Jean Nicholson
By: Medina J.Nance

On May 2, 2006, we lost a giant in the
field of Natural Health, not to mention a
bright ray of sunshine.  Dr. Beverly
Nicholson, better known as “Doc” to
many was a giant in the herbal industry.
Wherever she traveled, she was   sure to
be educating on natural health –
specifically ‘Cleansing the Colon’! She
was well known and respected as the
‘Herbal Doctor’.  I met her at a Nature’s
Sunshine Herbal Conference about 12
years ago.  It seems like yesterday that
she walked right up to me and started to
educate me on how to truly cleanse the
bowel and system with the 90 Day
Colon/System Cleanse.  She told me that
she had been diagnosed with Lung
Cancer, Leukemia, Lupus, Hiatal Hernia
and Gallstones!

 I was blown away at her wealth of
knowledge and her ability to lay    out
all the stats concerning the state of health
for Americans today.   I haven’t
mentioned the magnetism, she literally
had everyone running to her as if she had
a built in magnet.  Actually, she
epitomized the herbal company we
utilize, Nature’s Sunshine Products.
Beverly always shined!  She was well
loved and respected by everyone at
Nature’s Sunshine.  We both love this
company as they personify ‘People to
People’ or actually helping people, not
just selling them a  product.

 Beverly started as a Distributor with
Nature’s Sunshine about 30 years ago
and furthered her knowledge and
education to obtain mastery in the field
of natural healing, she had the rank of
Senior Divisional Manager, once
obtaining Manager of the Year for her
tireless efforts in the field, and she had
many awards plaques and certificates.
She opened the doors to the many
opportunities that the company has to
offer.  There’s no other company than
I’ve seen that has such potent products
and is so big on Education.

 This is what Beverly did for me – she
took an illness that I’d been diagnosed
with, Lupus SLE and actually turned it
around as well as opening the door to a
whole new world.  This world consisted
of a job I love, almost as much as she
did.  Not to mention a great income and
traveling all over the world.  Beverly was
great at taking that sunshine she had
within and shining it all over.  I’m still
trying to figure out how she found the
time, let alone the energy to do all that
she has done.

It seems impossible, but Beverly did a
juggling act out of this world!  She
juggled raising Lil’ Beverly (her
namesake and granddaughter), being a
Mom, mentoring many, running a
Wholistic Health Spa, Committees,
Boards, Foundations, family members,
friends and being a Socialite here in
Chicago & abroad.  God blessed her with
that special gift.  So for those who want
to doubt herbs, cleansing and natural
health because she was taken away so
soon (she was only 58) – I say this, “we
work on our health for Quality, the
Longevity is in God’s hands”.  God
blessed us with the time we had with her,
those years were the best of Quality.

 I miss her so much, and I’m not alone
in   my sorrow and heavy heart – at times
it seems so unreal and unbearable, but
God is great all the time and He Sure
blessed my soul and many others in the
person on Dr. Beverly Jean Nicholson,
PHd. She’ll be missed but never

forgotten and for all those  seeds she
planted out there, we owe it to her to
help harvest   her 30 years of hard work
– her labor of love.  First by taking care
of ourselves, she’d always say, “Medina,
let’s not be like the beautician, who’s
head is a mess or the shoe maker with
ragged shoes, or the seamstress with torn
clothes – let’s take good care of
ourselves”!

I’ve yet to meet anyone who cleansed or
took herbs like Beverly, she had a high
quality of life.  Next, let’s help each
other.  Beverly would say quite often,
“you can’t get anything with a closed
fist”.  She understood the ‘Gift of
Giving’, she gave to so many and God
loves a Cheerful Giver (that was
Beverly).  Last year this time, we were
on a cruise through   Europe – Sweden,
Finland, Germany, England, Denmark,
Russia and some places I can’t even
remember.  She called me up in the fall
of last year and said, “Pack your bags,
this spring we’re going on a TAC trip to
Europe”!  Those are trips that Nature’s
Sunshine pays for to reward their Top
Achievers and Beverly qualified for two.
The company is just great that way, and
we had a blast.  I never would have
thought that this would be our last trip,
we were planning to go to China in the
fall.  I’m going to miss calling my
mentor/sister/friend up for advice and a
good word, but I thank you God for the
wonderful times and all the nice people
that I met through your ray of sunshine.
Beverly, Thank You from all the
thousands of people you helped heal and
uplift over the short time you were here
……………….   May God bless and
keep you for evermore.

Medina J. Nance C.H..H.C Offers
Personal Programs - Personal Conultant,
Nutritional Training, Herbalist Courses,
Blood Type Charts, B./T. A.  Testing for
more information call: 773-324-4372/
herbs1519@yahoo.com  - Tune in every
Thursday - Education is the Answer
Herban Renewal on Ch 21(Can TV) 6
pm Chicago Only. New show will be
added to www.gospelpower.fm .
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Coming Soon!!!
New Ministries
New Programs

New Artist
New Music

Independent GospelMusic
At Its Best

www.gospelpower.fm

Advertise your
 Product

or
Service to The World

Special Rates
Limited Time Offer

Call Today
708-272-6640

Email: alcarter@gospelcynergy.com
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Make the right choice for you and
your family. Choose Body Balance by
Life Force International for maximum
nutritional benefit in an easy to take
form Look for next month article for
testimonials and How to solve your
calcium intake problem.

It’s easy to order directly from Life
Force Intnl. Products are shipped
fresh and never over 14 days old.You
can also purchase your products
online at www.lifeforce.net./ Sponsor
# 20497970

For more information call Carol at
708-275-3479 or you can email me
at hnk755@aol.com

The Way To
 Wellness Series

By: Carol Hinkle

“WHEN YOU FEED YOUR
BODY AT THE RIGHT

CELLULAR LEVEL THE
PROPER BUILDING BLOCK

THE BODY HEALS ITS SELF”

You might ask yourself, am I really
getting all the necessary nutrients I
need in my daily diet? Rather if you
think its yes or no, the answer is ab-
solutely not. Today’s fruits and veg-
etables may look fresh and ripe and
full of nutrients, the truth is they’re
nutrients poor.

The US. Senate#264 and the Earth
Summit Report, documents an 85%
mineral depletion of our farm and
range soils over the past 100 years in
North America. As a result, food
grown in such soil is devoid of the
intended vitamins and minerals. Even
worse, the produce farmed for dis-
tribution in grocery stores is gener-
ally cultivated using chemical
fertilizers,pesticides and waste con-
tamination.

With the lack of nutrition in our
foods, it’s obvious that we need to
supplement our deits. In fact, in June
2002, the journal of the American
Medical (JAMA) publish the follow-
ing findings: “Most people do not
consume an optimal amount of all
vitamins alone and it appears prudent
for all adults and children to take vi-
tamin supplements. However, there
are so many vitamins and minerals
supplements on the market that
choosing an effective one becomes
difficult this is where Life Force
comes into play.

Life Force manufactures a unique
comprehensive nutritional supple-
ment called Body Balance. First,it is
in liquid form for maximum absorp-
tion. the Physician’s Desk Reference
(considered to be the medical
‘BIBLE’) reveals that vitamins and
minerals in pill form are only 10 to
20 % absorbed by the body. The other
80 to 90% are literally being flushed
down the drain. But nearly 100% of
a liquid supplement like Body Bal-
ance is quickly digested and pumped
into the blood stream because it’s
easily absorbed. Plus pills are diffi-
cult to swallow for many people.

Body Balance is also superior to pill
form because of it’s ingredients.
Whole foods are used in the
manufacturing of Body Balance,
including Sea Vegetables from the
pristine ocean waters. Sea vegetables
are far more superior to land
vegetables because of their vital
phytonutrients. It also contain Aloe
Vera, which adds remarkable healing
and soothing properties to a
nutritional supplement. Aloe Vera is
a great source of more than 75
nutritional compounds, including
vitamins,minerals and 18 amino
acids.
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A Changed Life Style
By: Michelle Colson-Smith

Several years ago I was going through a
painful divorce.  My ex-husband was
divorcing me for another woman.  After
five years of marriage, I had just given
birth to our daughter four months earlier
so you could imagine the anguish of this
abandonment.  During this period of my
life, I had not accepted Jesus Christ as
my personal Lord and Savior.  However,
I was seeking answers!  An acquaintance
of mine, introduced me to his friend.  He
believed she would be of some help to me
because she was a Christian.  As time went
by, I learned she was a lesbian. I’ll call
her Linda (for this testimony).  Linda was
a very attractive woman.  She was tall
and slim, but she was also masculine.  I
was very intrigued by her knowledge of
God and his Word.  Linda was also the
mother of a son.  Our kids played very
well together.  I began to develop feelings
for her, just the same as I would for a
man.  I knew Linda felt the same way
about me.  One evening, I invited her over
for dinner.  Later that night, Linda and I
talked about her lifestyle as a lesbian.  Be
not deceived, evil communications
corrupt good manners.  Awake to
righteousness and sin not:  for some have
not the knowledge of.  I found myself in
sin.

Several months later Linda and her son
moved in with us, I unquestionably
believed that I was in love with this
woman.  We were living like a real family.
Proverbs 14:12 there is a way, which
seems right unto man (woman) but it
sends the way of death.  During this time,
Linda taught me how to pray and fast,
basically, how to be a Christian.  But she
had never mentioned having a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Meanwhile, she had introduced me to her
Christian’s friends who also were gay.
These friends are also in the gospel
entertainment business.  The songs they
sung did not apply to the life they lived.
2 Timothy 3:5-7: Having a form of
godliness but denying its power, and from
such people turn away.  For of this sort
are those who creep into households and
make captives of gullible women loaded
down with sins, led away by various lusts,
always learning andnever able  to come
to knowledge of the truth.

Linda suggested that we should go to
church on a regular basis and to raise our
children in the church.  One day, I asked
her what the Bible said about Lesbians.
She mentioned Sodom and Gomorra
(Genesis 19), which I was already
familiar with the story.  Linda said, God
destroyed the City, because the men tried

to rape God’s angels. It had nothing to do
with sexuality.  Linda also stated, it is not
a sin for two women to be in love.
Unfortunately, I was not completely
satisfied with her answers.  One evening
while Linda was asleep.  I got her Bible
looking for scriptures on homosexuality,
Acts 17:11... Receive the word with all
readiness, and search the scriptures daily
to find out whether these things are so.

Although, the homosexuality search I
could not find, I did find it hard for me to
put this book (the Bible) down.  I read
the Bible until 6:00am.  Well, Linda was
so upset, she hid her Bible from me.
Praise God!  I was able to purchase my
own Bible.  At that time, Linda and I had
been together for one (1) year.  Afterward
our relationship got ugly.  This woman
became very abusive verbally and
physically.  Proverbs 22:24-25: make no
friendship with an angry man, and with a
furious man do not go, lest you learn his
ways and set a snare for your soul.  One
Sunday Service, the Pastor made a
statement pertaining to homosexuals...
Leviticus 18:22:  You shall not lie with a
male as with a woman.

Unfortunately, I was not completely sat-
isfied with her answers.  One evening
while Linda was asleep,  I got her Bible
looking for scriptures on homosexuality,
Acts 17:11... Receive the word with all
readiness, and search the scriptures daily
to find out whether these things are
so.Although, the homosexuality search  I
could not find, I did find it hard for me to
put this book (the Bible) down. I read the
Bible until 6:00am.  Well, Linda was so
upset; she hid her bible rom from me.
Praise God!  I was able to purchase my
own Bible.  At that time, Linda and I had
been together for one (1) year.  Afterward
our relationship got ugly.  This woman
became very abusive verbally and physi-
cally.  Proverbs 22:24-25: make no friend-
ship with an angry man, and with a furi-
ous man do not go, lest you learn his ways
and set a snare for your soul.One Sunday
Service, the Pastor made a statement per-
taining to homosexuals... Leviticus 18:22:
You shall not lie with a male as with a
woman.  It is an abomination before God.
Linda was squirming in her seat.

Later on that same day, she called my fam-
ily to inform them of our relationship.
They were not surprised since it was
geting closer to Easter, which Linda was
planning to spend time with her
family.tting closer to Easter, which
Lindawas planning to spend time with her

family.

On Easter Sunday, I gave my heart and
life to Jesus Christ to become my personal
Lord and Savior.  I was very excited about
being saved. Evening came and Linda has
returned home. I could not hold the news
so I informed her I gave my life to Jesus
Christ.  Once again, she was furious; she
cursed me out for getting saved.  Later
on that same day I asked her to move.
This really was not hard for me to do,
because I was truly sick of her belligerent
behavior.  Of course she was not happy
with my decision so she moved back to
Fresno, California.  After she had moved,
I had stopped attending church for many
months.  Heb. 10:25- Not forsaking the
assembly of ourselves together ...I had a
next door neighbor who would bring her
poodle over for my kids to play with.  I
will call her Kelly was much younger than
me and was of mixed race.  In fact, Kelly
looked like Sally Richardson.  Proverbs
6:25 says, Do not lust after beauty in your
heart.  Not let her allure with her eyelids.
Once again, I found my myself in sin. I
was accepting the fact that I was a lesbian.

However, my family wasn’t accepting my
lifestyle.  In fact, they wanted to fight for
custody.  They believed I was neglecting
my children.  Actually, they were abso-
lutely right.  Everything about me
changed, my behavior, and the way I
dressed, and I was becoming very mas-
culine.  Kelly and I were attending many
gay parties and nightclubs every week-
end. I was truly lost!  I though I would
never change.  We even became engaged
(can you believe it?!).  Kelly and I was
together for about one (1) year.  In fact, I
was getting worse!  Jesus was right when
stated in Luke 11:26  Then he goes and
takes with him seven other spirits more
wicked than himself, and they enter and
dwell there; and the last state of that man
is worse that the first.

Kelly knew how much I wanted to return
to church so she suggested we attend a
gay church.  We decided to call the church
to send us information, which they sent
us a brochure.  It stated how God accepted
Homosexuals for themselves,   used with
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a biblical story also.  For instance,
HowDavid and Jonathan had a gay
relationshipand how God Blessed it.  Read
it for yourselves 1 Samuel 20:17-41.  If
you know anything about King
David...King David was pretty popular
with the sisters.  They Believed you could
openly be a gay Christian.  In 1 John 3:5-
6 clearly states, “ And you know that
He was manifested to take away sins,
and in Him there is nor sin.  Whoever
abides in Him does not sin.  Whoever
sins has neither seen Him nor know
Him.  If we are born into the family of
God, we cannot make sin a lifestyle be-
cause the Holy Spirit that is in us will con-
vict us of sin.  Meanwhile, Kelly and I
had gone to this popular gay and lesbian
bar.  The owner of the bar entered the
hospital so the worker suggested we have
a silent prayer on her behalf.  As I was
praying, I heard the voice of God saying,
“Michelle, I can’t hear their prayers, but
I hear yours!!!”  Proverbs 28:9 says,
One who turns away his ear from hear-
ing the law even his prayer shallbe an
abomination. As I waspraying for the
owner, I was also praying for myslef.  This
scripture came to mind.  Psalm 66:18-
20 says, If I regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear.  But certainly God
has heard me:He has attended to the coice
of my prayer.  Blessed be God, who has
not turned away my prayer.  Nor His
mercy from me!  After the prayer was
over I turned to Kelly and I told her I
wnated to leave.

Kelly did not want to leave, but she knew
I was in no condition to drive.  I had too
muchto drink.  During this time Kelly and
I was living in separate apartments.  I was
staying with my mom and she was stay-
ing with her grandmother so I decided to
drive myself home.  A voice, the (devil),
tried to convience me to take my life.
After all, I drove like amaniac.  I can re-
call, I made it home by the grace of God.
As my children slept, I kissed them.   That
Same evening, I prayed that God would
remove this desire from my heart.  The
next day I asked my mom and sister to
help me.  I no longer wanted tp accept
calls from Kelly or her friends.  Kelly
would not accept this!!!  One day I went
to pick up my kids from school and she

was there, waiting for me.  I clearly
stated,  “Stay away from me and my kids
or I’ll get the police involved.”  I was
absolutely cold towards Kelly.  I felt this
was the only way to cut ties with her.

However, it was also a struggle for me,
but I had to focus on my relationship with
God and my children.  One day I met with
the Pastor from the church I was attend-
ing. It was a struggle to meet with him,
because my car broke down and I had to
catch the bus.  The Pastor was so pa-
tient.  I finally made it to the church and
he was a blessing!!!  He never judged
me, he just encouraged me in the Lord.
He is the same pastor God used to speak
on homosexuality.  I truly thank God for
that pastor, who did not compromise the
word of God. Isaiah 52:7 says, How
beautiful upon the mountains, are the
feet of him who bringsgood news, who
proclaim salvation... Even though I had
fallen in love twice with a woman.  I
boldly went to the Throne of God and
asked Him for mercy.Proverbs 24:16
says, For a righteous man may fall
seven times and rise  again, but the
wicked shall fall by calamity.

I’ ve been delivered for eight and a half
years.  I am now married to a man, and
the mother of four children.  If anyone is
struggling with homosexuality, first of all
you have to recognize it as sin.  You are
not born gay, but into sin!!!  If you be-
lieve you are a Christian and living in this
kind of sin,  then this scripture is for you.
2 Timothy 2:19  Neverthless the foun-
dation of God stands, having this seal:
The Lord knows those who are His, and,
Let everyone who names the mane of
Christ depart from iniquity.

What the Bible says about “
Homosexuality” in Romans 1:26-28 is:
For this reason God gave them vile
passions.  For even their women ex-
changed the natural use for what is
against nature likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the women,
burned in their lust for one another,
men with men committing what is shame-
ful, and receiving in themselves the
penalty of their error which is due.
And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to debased mind, to do the
things, which are not fitting

If you do not know, Jesus as your per-
sonal Lord and Savior, The Bible says:
that we will have sinned and fallen short
of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). If
you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that

God has raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved (Romans 10:9).  Do
you remember the club owner?  Well,
she died and I do not know if she knew
Christ personally.  But if not, she is in
hell.  You don’t go to hell because you
are gay or a lesbian.  You simply go
because you have rejected the truth.

In  John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.
In an acceptable time I have heard you,
and in the day of salvation I have
helped you, (2 Corinthians 6:2).  And
as is appointed for me to die once, but
after this the judgment (Hebrews 9:27)

Please don’t leave here without Jesus
Christ.  To have a personal relationship
with Jesus, please repeat this prayer:
Heavenly Father, please forgive me for
all of my sins.  I believe Jesus died for all
of my sins.  Lord God, take full control of
my life, help.
Heavenly Father, please forgive me for
all of my sins.  I believe Jesus died for
all of my sins.  Lord God, take full
control of my life, help me to be the
person you created me to be.  I now
believe I am a child of God.  And my
name is written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life.  I thank you, in Jesus name, Amen.
 CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Now find a Bible teaching church, which
does not compromise the word of God
as in Hebrews 10:25, Romans 10:17
and Colossians 2:8.  Find the time to
study the word of God as according to
2 Timothy 2:15.  Find the time to pray
as God word says in 1 Thessalonians
5:17 and Luke 18:1.  Begin a new
Godly relationship as in 2 Corinthians
5:17 and Psalms 133:1

I would like to thank my husband for
giving me his blessing for sharing this
testimony.  God knew what he was
doing, when he brought you into my
life.  “I love you my King!  Like the
word of God in 1 Peter 3:6 says:  As
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord,
whose daughters you are if you do good
and are not afraid with any terror.
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MATHEW KNOWLES LAUNCHES SPIRIT
RISING MUSIC:

After the mutual agreement to part
ways with Sanctuary, entertainment
mogul Mathew Knowles has regained
ownership of his companies; Music
World Entertainment and the Music
World Music Record Label, and has
revamped and restructured the
gospel/ inspirational division, Spirit
Rising Music, with plans to release
several projects.

A simultaneous, September 2006,
release will set off a snowball effect
of inspirational bliss under the Spirit
Rising Music umbrella on “Music
World Entertainment.”

A Threefold Experience

The rollout begins with a cohesive
work of art from Pastor Rudy
Rasmus of St. John’s United
Methodist Church in Houston, TX,
where he invites one to travel through
and experience his ministry, music
and inspirational writings.
The musical experience:

The Pastor Rudy Experience Volume
I: Touch, is an exceptional production
introducing an exciting variety of
styles from various talents including
Brian C. Wilson, Ron Summers,
Nikki Ross (Kirk Franklin singer) and
Soulfruit. The inspirational writing:
Touch: The Power of Touch in
Transforming Lives (September 1,
2006 release), is the story of Rudy’s
life, his response to God’s grace in
his own life, and his passion to touch
the lives of every person with God’s
great love.

ministry principles, but more than
that, it’s the story of God using Rudy
and St. John’s to reach into people’s
deepest fears and highest hopes—and
touch them with God’s transforming
love. A percentage of book sales will
be donated to “Bread Of Life” to
continue feeding the homeless.

The ministry: “Bread of Life” has
provided meals 7 days a week feeding
the Houston, TX downtown
homeless community distributing
15,000 lbs of fresh food every week
and serving 6,000 meals per month
without fail. It also provides housing
assistance, life skills/social services,
temporary shelter, drug rehabilitation
services, acute health care and mental
health services/case management.
Through “Bread of Life”, Pastor
Rudy is on a mission to promote self-
determination, self-empowerment,
and ultimately self- sufficiency by
using a community network
approach.

Spirit Rising Volume I & II

The Spirit Rising Volume l & ll boasts
a virtual who’s who of gospel,
inspirational and mainstream artists
including Bishop TD Jakes, Michelle
Williams, Mahalia Jackson, Marvin
Winans, Mary Mary, Mighty Clouds
of Joy, Kelly Price, Earth Wind and
Fire, Israel & New Breed, Alvin
Slaughter, and Men Of Standard. A
bonus DVD featuring various artist
performances will be available at
Walmart.

Also in the works is a Michelle
Williams dance re-mix record, Spirit
Rising III and long-awaited projects
from Ramiyah, and Trin-i-tee 5:7 all
under the Spirit Rising Music imprint.

Mathew Knowles, President of MWE
best-known for his role as manager
of Beyonce and the global
phenomenon Destiny’s Child, the
most successful girl group in the
history of pop music, is dedicated to
bringing quality entertainment and
ministry to the world.

For more information visit:
www.spiritrisingmusic.com.

Beyonce’s manager/father taps gospel markets
By Mona Austin / mona@lachurchscene.com

Billy Preston

Known as The Fifth Beatle died on
June 6, 2006. This is the day that
most people feared because of the
date 6-6-06. God had a plan of His
own. Billy will always be remem-
bered for his musical contributions
over the years. After a long battle
with kidney problems and being in a
coma since November of 2005 Billy
went Home to be with the Lord.
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Meet JoAnn Woods

Jo Ann Woods, a native Houstonian,
is the older of two children born to
Mr. Joe Ellis and Mrs. Leavergia
Woods.  She received her Christian
and church experience at an early age.
Jo Ann began singing solos at one
year old under the direction of her
mother who is a musician.  At the ages
of five to eight, she was featured
every Wednesday night on her radio
show with KYOK and was known as
“The Little Darling of the Airwaves.”

After graduating from Worthing High
School, she attended Texas Southern
University majoring in Business
Administration.  She also earned an
Associate Certificate from CCS
Travel Academy and is now an
Executive Accounts Representative
for Continental Airlines.

Jo Ann has performed with many
gospel music greats and has traveled
extensively around the country and
internationally promoting gospel
music.  She has appeared on several
television productions:  HBO
Special-Robert Townsend and His
Partners in Crime-”Take No
Prisoners Part II”, Bobby Jones
Gospel, Texas Music Awards and
Wrigley’s Spearmint Gum Gospel

Choir national Competition, to name
a few.  She also appeared the movie
“Jason’s Lyric.”

Jo Ann has also served as Artist
Relations for Take It To The Bridge,
Marketing Representative for Stellar
Awards Gospel Star Search, pianist
of Mt. Horeb Baptist Church, Music
Director for the Good Gang
Children’s Choir and Faith
Community Choir Children’s Choir,
children’s choir director for the New
Faith Church, Redeemed Chapel
CME, The Community of Faith,
Covenant Glen UMC and Southeast
Community Church.

Today, Jo Ann serves as Music
Director for the Children music
ministries her at Southwest “The
Bridge”, Music Teacher at Southwest
Community Christian Academy and
Event Chairperson for the American
Christian Schools International
(ACSI) South Central District Choral
Festival 1999-Present.

On a national level, Jo Ann serves as
Assistant Office Manager and
Computer Specialist for the
Academic Division of the Gospel
Music Workshop of America where
she has been a member for over thirty
(35) years.  She also serves as Road
Manager for The Christianaires,
Marketing Manager for Nu Horizon
Booking and Management, Tour
Director for playwright Michael
Matthews and Travel Director for
several plays and concerts touring the
country.

In October of 2005, Jo Ann saw the
need to give a voice to independent
artist trying to minister and
presenttheir musical and speaking
talent locally and nationally. From
that need was formed her new
company, JAW Entertainment Group

provides Road and Booking
Management, Artist Development,
Promotions and Productions.  She is
proud to represent some of the finest
independent artists and ministers in
Gospel music today. JAW
Entertainment Group is your talent
resource for concerts, speakers,
workshops, plays, and tours.

Jo Ann enjoys training young voices,
workshops, concert productions and
traveling.
Roster of Artists Below...

For More Information call
281-778-6370 or Email JoAnn at

jwoods@entouch.net
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As we continue to thank God for
allowing us to see another year let us
remember to pray for the entire
gospel music industry. It is the prayer
of Gloryland Gospel that each and
every artist presented throughout this
year, and who continue to proclaim
the Word of our Lord and Savior in
song, will sincerely seek God in every
action throughout the year. Below
you will find the latest in Gospel
Quartet Industry News.

June 3, 2006

June has been designated Black
Music Month. During this month,
we encourage you to celebrate gospel
quartet music by sharing the music
with others. Take every opportunity
to engage in a conversation about
gospel quartet music. There is a rich
history to this music and it is only
beginning to be told. Do you part and
share the history.

May 16, 2006
The street date for SoulLink Live 3
is May 30, 2006. This is one project
that you definitely want to order in
advance. The subtitle of the project
is “Man In The Mirror.” That title
alone should tell you that you are in
for something entirely different with
this project. We have heard the entire
project and it is awesome and unique.
There are 14 songs on this project.
The project is unique because of the
selection of songs and who are
singing them. For instance, “Man In
The Mirror” is sung by The
Williams Brothers, with The
Cantons, The Christianaires, Slim,
and Lee singing background. And

yes, this is Michael Jackson’s “Man
in The Mirror.” The Cantons sing
“I Can See Clearly Now.” Slim and
The Supreme Angels sing “Blowin’
In The Wind.” The Christianaires
sing “Bridge Over Troubled Water.”
Lee & The Spiritual QC’s sing Bill
Withers’ “Lean On Me.” And the
gang come together to “jam’ with
“Love Train.” Some may question
the “gospel” aspect to this project.
At the same time, even those that may
not find the “gospel” music in the
songs should appreciate the fact that
the guys recorded these songs and
took each to another level.

May 9, 2006
A relatively new label, Low Rush
Music has just released 3 exciting
projects. They have released The
Golden Wings Quartet’s You’ve
Got To Leave It Here! – Live in
Concert; The Gospel Imperials’
Move Satan; and The Veal Brothers’
Recorded Live In Alabama &
Louisiana – Feel The Spirit. The
label is also positioning itself to
release projects by other groups and
soloists in the not to distant future.
To acquire copies of any of the
projects on this label contact Low
Rush Music at (770) 464-0349 or
visit their website at
www.lowrush.com.

May 5, 2006

Bill Pinkney’s Gospel Drifters are
in the studio working on a new
project. We heard some of the songs
that will be on this project and they
are great. This CD is likely to be one
of the most anticipated of this year.
Reggie Funderburk is featured on
many of the songs. He also
contributed to the arrangements of
many of the songs. The CD is
scheduled to be released by the end
of the summer.

May 1, 2006

David Talley has produced an
outstanding CD on the group Randy
Gaines and Chozen. The CD is titled
Heaven. If you do not have this
project, contact Mr. Talley at Praise
G. Records. The telephone number is
256-326-9847. May 1, 2006
It’s another month and what a month
it is going to be for gospel quartet
music. Several new projects are
scheduled to be released this month.
One of the most anticipated is Just
Being Me by Keith “Wonderboy”
Johnson and The Spiritual Voices.
In addition to the releases, there are
several major events slated for May.
They include the World’s Greatest
Mother’s Day Gospel Bowl Ever,
the SC Gospel Quartets Awards
Banquet, and Barbara McLauglin’s
National Association of Gospel
Promoters and Managers’
Convention.
April 26, 2006

Jerry Mannery, the Director of the
Gospel Music Division, of Malaco
Music Group, has accepted a position
with another company. He will
become Client Service Director,
Entertainment Marketing Division, at
OwensMorris Communications.

Gloryland Gospel is the number one
site to visit for the latest update and
reviews with what’s happening on the
quartet scene. As we celebrate the
Black Music Month you have to
make sure to include the quartet
artists contribution to the Gospel
music you can go online 24/7. Visit
us online today at

www.glorylandgospel.com

Visit us on line today and enjoy the
#1 online site dedicated to Quartet
music. Come see what we have to
offer for your listening pleasure.


